PREFACE

Casar*s  Wife was suggested by Madame dc Lafayette's

Ltf "Prhcesse dc CIcves. It is one of the most exquisite novels 1
tKat has ever been written. Short though it is and written
in the restrained manner of the time, for it is contemporary
with the tragedies of Racine, 11 is in the grand style. The
theme is tragic, the triumph of will over passion, and it is
unfolded with a delicate subtlety that was new to fiction.
Indeed, it is according to the critics with this little book
that the psychological novel was born. The story is not
very welt known, I think, to English readers of the present
day, so tliut T may be forgiven, perhaps, if I briefly narrate it.
Monsieur de Cloves had fallen in love with his wife at first
sight, but \vas veil aware ilut she had for him no more tlun
affection; but his respect and admiration for her were so
great that when, inviting his aid in her distress, she told
him that she loved another, he accepted her confession
with sympathy. The drama lies in the effort of Monsieur
dc Cloves to overcome his jealousy anil m his wife's to
master her passion. It is beautiful to see the skill with which
Madame dc Lafayette depicts the gradual disintegration of
this great gentleman's character. 1 [c has the decorum of the
grand stick, thatfyvcly sense of what he owes his own dignity,
and something of that stoical heroism which his contem-
poraries learnt from Corneille or which he discovered in the
world around him; he is exasperated at his inability to crush
i vice that he despises, but human nature is too strong for
him, and by degrees he becomes mean, petty, suspicious am!
irritable. The situation is unfolded with sobriety, the tone i;>
never raised above that seemly to persons of good breeding;
;herc is no vehemence, and the expression of the most violent
emotion is kept within the bounds of propriety. But the
emotion is deep and true*
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